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A Play-by-Play Guide to Getting Engaged



So you’re thinking 
about buying a ring

It’s a big step, but no doubt one you’ve considered. 

You have thought about it, right? Not just the 

spending-the-rest-of-your-life-with-someone part, 

but the how-to-propose part.

Think about this: A recent survey by The 

Knot indicated that one in four women were 

“disappointed” with their proposal and that 88 

percent of all women feel the surprise factor is 

important. 

Game on.

Since you only get one shot, this brochure will help 

you set the strategy. Think of it as your playbook.



The Huddle
Ask yourself these questions:

• Have you discussed marriage in advance? It’s important to know that she is 

leaning toward or interested in marriage, too. It also gives you a chance to know if 

you agree on important issues, like money, religion, and children.

• Will you pick the ring or loose diamond, or will you let her? I know, I know. You’re 

thinking if she picks it, it ruins the surprise. Some women may want to select their 

ring setting. They have been dreaming of THE ring for years. And even if she picks 

it, presenting it to her can still have the “Wow!” factor. 

(See our Popping the Question Perfectly section.)

• Have you talked to her parents? No, you don’t need to ask their permission. 

However, it is still polite to let them know in advance. You know your relationship 

with them and how best to handle it.



First Down: Choosing the Ring
Qualities such as you and your fiancée’s activity level matter in choosing the right ring. Personal 

style matters, too. Just like in sports, it’s important to choose the right equipment if you want 

the best outcome. Here are some considerations:

PLATINUM — This prestigious, rare, and eternal metal is dense, heavy, and scratch resistant. It fits an 
active style where a sense of class and elegance are desired, even while on the run. It is a pure-white 
metal that never changes color and is hypoallergenic. Many wedding bands are made of platinum 
for the everlasting strength and durability that signify their commitment. Its color is comparable to 
white gold.
GOLD — Gold, coveted for its luster and beauty, is a traditional metal for engagement rings and 
wedding bands. The percentage of gold in a ring is measured by karats. Since gold is a relatively 
soft metal, the higher the percentage of gold (and the higher the karat), the softer the ring. Men’s 
rings generally are made in 14- and 18-karat gold, so the rings will be more durable. Gold comes in 
three colors: yellow, white, and rose. White gold must be mixed with nickel to appear white, while 
rose gold is mixed with copper for a warm, pinkish hue. Those allergic to nickel or copper should 
steer clear of these blended metals. And since gold can be scratched and wears down over time – 
white gold often requires re-plating - active individuals may prefer a more durable precious white 
metal such as platinum or palladium.
PALLADIUM — From the same family of precious metals as platinum, palladium is strong and durable, 
but lighter than platinum – allowing bigger, bolder jewelry to be worn with ease. Plus, unlike white 
gold, palladium is naturally white and does not need expensive maintenance to keep it brilliant for 
life. People who are allergic to other metals love palladium’s purity because it does not need to be 
mixed with nickel to appear white – it is nickel that causes allergic reactions. Finally, palladium is 
typically less expensive than platinum or gold, making it a preference for savvy shoppers who want 
affordable luxury.
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KNOWING THE FIELD
Most engagement rings’ center stones fall into ten shapes:

1. Round Brilliant — this is the most popular, and is cut for 
maximum reflection 

2. Princess — the most popular square-cut diamond, has a great 
deal of shine
 
3. Radiant — a combination of the classic emerald cut and the fire of the 
round brilliant, typically rectangular with blocked corners
 
4. Cushion — beautifully combining a square cut with rounded 
corners, this cut requires a diamond with good clarity and is fast 
becoming a favorite 

5. Asscher — an elegant square shape with blocked corners that make 
diamonds appear octagonal, gaining in popularity among celebrities
 
6. Emerald — usually rectangular with parallel facets and blocked corners, 
imperfections may be visible in diamonds of lesser clarity
 
7. Oval — usually best for a ring with three or more diamonds
 
8. Pear — teardrop-shaped, has a great deal of sparkle
 
9. Marquise — an elongated shape with tapering points at both ends, 
flatters the finger

10. Heart — this sentimental cut is sometimes hard to find

Band Size

If you ask anyone – sister, mother, best friend – 

your girlfriend’s ring size, she’ll read the play and 

know your plan. If you want it to be a surprise, try 

this quarterback sneak. Slip one of her rings (not 

one she wears daily) in for us to size. And if you 

get the ring size wrong, we’ll resize it for free.

SNEAK ATTACK!

1. 9.8.7.6.5.4.3.2. 10.



  lettermen: The Four Cs of Diamond Buying
     Diamond experts use these four qualities when shopping for diamonds. 
     You can use them, too.

Carat — Carat refers to a diamond’s weight. Larger diamonds are more rare, and therefore, more 
valuable. However, two diamonds with the same carat weight can vary greatly in value, depending on the 
color, clarity, and cut. Most rough diamonds (meaning before they are cut) weigh less than a carat.

Cut — A well-cut diamond has a great deal of fire, light reflection, and scintillation. That’s because a well-
cut diamond reflects and refracts light better than one not cut as well. 

Color — Diamonds can be any color, but most are white. A stone’s beauty and value usually increase 
dramatically the more colorless it is. The spectrum ranges from light yellow, light brown, and light gray, 
to totally colorless. However, there are colored diamonds (pinks, blues, yellows, oranges, greens, etc.) 
that are not measured on this scale.

Clarity — Clarity refers to the number, shape, and location of inclusions 
in a diamond. Inclusion is the technical word for an imperfection in a 
diamond. A flawless diamond – one that shows no imperfections under 
10x magnification – is rare. Inclusions seldom affect a diamond’s beauty; 
however, they do affect its price.

Arrows represent the path light takes through 
the diamond. Note how the cut affects the way light is 

reflected.



Extra Point: Our Very Own Fifth C

The industry standard is the Four Cs. We add one more – comfort. Our goal is to offer you 

the most comfortable ring-buying atmosphere. We want you to ask questions. We want you 

to look at the various options. We want you and your future fiancée to be delighted with the 

ring. We also want you to come back for anniversaries, birthdays, and other celebrations. 

You’ll only want to do that if we treat you right.

As far as other jewelers, we encourage you to check them out. Take a look at online 

shopping sites, too. The comfort level we offer – not just in guest service but in seeing 

the diamond you’re getting – will bring you back to us. In fact, we’re so certain, we have 

a comparison guide in the back for you to use while shopping. We’ve already filled in the 

details for ourselves. (Wasn’t that nice?)



The Hand Off
Violins. Puppies. Flowers. A scavenger hunt.

The possibilities are limitless, but your time and money may not be.

Being creative is more important than spending a ton of money on a proposal. However, if 

you don’t like or don’t have time to manage many details, plan something simple. Also, have 

a backup plan. Think James Bond – he always has a backup.

The following pages contain a variety of proposal ideas for all budgets and personalities. When checking out this list, think 
about the following:

Is the location good for both of you? The location sets the mood for your proposal. Don’t propose at the big game if you had 
to drag her to it. Forcing someone to do something they don’t want to do is not romantic. 

Are you prepared if she doesn’t immediately say “yes?” Marriage is, and should be treated as, a big decision. Think about 
how long it took you to decide to propose once you started thinking about it. Give the one you ask some time (if needed) as 
well.

How much do you want to spend? To help you decide what best suits you and your soon-to-be fiancée’s needs, personalities, 
and budgets, we placed a price guide next to the proposal ideas, ranging from $ to $$$. One dollar sign means very little or 
no cost. Four means you’re tossing down some dollars.

Ultimately, you should know your partner well enough to know what’s appropriate. A dramatic personality might enjoy a public 
proposal; someone shy would probably prefer something intimate.

REMEMBER: the best proposals are a reflection of your personalities and relationship.
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READy. SET. HUT!
Write the words “Will You Marry Me?” in the sand or snow. When you bring her out to show her the scenery, get 
down on one knee with the ring and ask her again. $

Build a sandcastle at the beach together, then place the ring on the highest tower. Ask her to be your queen, 
forever. $

Be a concrete Picasso and create a proposal masterpiece with sidewalk chalk. $

Love Halloween? Get a little help from some seasonal decorations. Add a “Will You Marry Me?” sign to a scarecrow 
and tuck the ring safely in his shirt pocket. Or place it inside a carved jack o’lantern for the real “treat.”  $

Has the weather turned chilly? Hide the ring in her glove, then suggest you go out for a walk. It will be a stroll 
you’ll never forget. $

Plan a hike, but visit the trail in advance. At some distance apart, plant painted signs next to the trail that read 
“(Her Name)” “Will” “You” “Marry” “Me?” $

Enlist the help of a snowman (either real or made from cardboard). Place the ring on his stick hand or tie it to his 
scarf. Propose to her in a way that will warm her heart forever. $

Hang a special ornament on the Christmas tree inscribed with the words “Will You Marry Me?” and the date. 
Attach the ring to the ornament. Take her over to admire the tree and let her discover the special gift. $

OPTION       



There’s nothing like a cozy fire to set the mood. Whether it’s an outside campfire or an inside fireplace, stoke the 
fire, cuddle up, and make it an unforgettable evening by asking her to marry you. Bonus – she’ll love the way her 
ring sparkles in the firelight. $

Love fishing? Tell her that you’re pretty sure you “caught something good.” Slip the ring on the hook just before 
she takes a peek. $

Have her solve the puzzle “Will You Marry Me” in a game of hangman. When she solves the puzzle, get down on 
one knee and propose. $

Create a crossword or word search puzzle with “Will You Marry Me” as a hidden phrase. $ 

A traditional approach is to ask her father beforehand. At the next family gathering, pull her aside and ask her in 
private, then make the announcement to the family during dinner. $

Bowl her over with this clever idea. Make a bowling date with friends, and when she isn’t looking, insert her name 
as “Will You Marry Me.” On the screen it will appear WYMM. Tell her she has to get a strike or spare to find out 
what it means. When she does, be ready with the ring and the proposal. $

Everyone loves a home-cooked (or catered) meal. Serve her a glass of champagne with the diamond ring tied to 
the stem with a ribbon. $-$$



Use Flickr® or another photo site to present a slideshow of you holding various cards to spell out “Will You Marry 
Me?” $

Make a video of you proposing to her and post it on YouTube™ or a similar site. $-$$$

Are you both sports fans? Arrange to have your proposal displayed on the scoreboard or jumbo-tron between 
periods. Be sure to clue in the video operators. Have the ring ready when she turns to look at you. $-$$$

Love Chinese food? Finish dinner at your favorite restaurant with a special fortune cookie. The message inside 
would read “Will you marry me?” or “You will receive a diamond in the very near future.” Present the engagement 
ring of her dreams. $-$$

Up for a thrilling day at an amusement park? Spend the day as you normally would, then go for a prize at a booth. 
Win or lose, give her the ring and tell her she has won your heart. $

There’s something about a horse-drawn ride that makes it perfect for a proposal. Whether it’s a carriage ride, 
sleigh ride, or hay ride, it’s a perfect time to ask for her hand. $$

Put her name up in lights. Arrange with a local theater to put your proposal up on their marquee, then take her on 
a movie date and pop the question. $$ 

Surprise her with couples dancing lessons. Tell her that you want to look good for your first dance as man and 
wife. Then ask her to marry you. $$



Spell out “Will You Marry Me” by attaching one letter to each of 14 flowers. Give her the flowers one by one. Along 
with the last flower – the “e” – have the ring attached. $

She’ll be surprised by the bouquet of flowers you leave for her on her dining room table. However, she’ll notice 
one flower is not trimmed and stands taller than the others. When she pulls it out to trim it, she’ll be even more 
surprised to find an engagement ring on it. $

Shower her with rose petals – and an engagement ring. Take rose petals with you to a balloon shop and have 
them place the petals inside the balloons as they fill them with helium. Have the ring placed inside one of the 
balloons with rose petals. As she pops them, she’ll find a special surprise. $$. 

Throw a party for close family and friends. Hire a DJ or band, and when they play “your” song, that’s your cue to 
ask her to be your dance partner for the rest of your life. Or, in advance, arrange with the group to hold “Will You 
Marry Me” signs while you dance to your song. $$-$$$

Are you fine beverage aficianados? Take her to a winery or a craft brewery. When you sit down for a sample, the 
waiter will present you with a special set of glasses (arranged in advance, of course) that say “Will You” and “Marry 
Me.” $$-$$$

Take a vacation or a long weekend together to a spot you’ve always talked about. Pop the question and make it 
the trip you’ll always remember. $$$



THE LOCAL TEAM
May we suggest some fantastic locations in our area to propose?



Benefit                  Us                       Store 1             Store 2    Online
Limited lifetime warranty
Free one-year policy from [Jewelers Mutual Insurance]
Lifetime trade-in policy
Lifetime clean and polish
Complimentary sizing
Free annual rhodium plating
Free yearly appraisals
Goldsmith/jeweler on premises
Certified gemologist/appraiser on site
One-of-a-kind custom design
In-store financing
Concierge services
Special proposal gift
Member of the American Gem Society
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Comparison Guide 

Your Selection
Center Diamond Weight:  Mounting:              and:

Color:   Cut:            Clarity:

Sponsored by:   JEFFREYMANNFINEJEWELERS.COM

YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
YES
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